THE ISOTHERMAL REGION, OR STRATOSPHERE               57
through return radiation, the rate of this gain or loss, and therefore during winter the surface temperature is lowest when the barometer is high and the sky clear, while it is warmest when the barometer is low and the sky so overcast as to decrease the net radiation loss.
In the summer time, as explained, the conditions of gain and loss of heat are the reverse of those during winter, consequently the highest summer surface temperatures accompany the high barometer, or clear weather, especially of afternoons, while the lowest accompany cloudy skies.
When the barometer is distinctly above normal the temperature fall with increase of altitude near the stratosphere generally follows approximately the adiabatic curve for dry air. When, however, the barometer is low the temperature gradient usually is far less constant at all elevations. In many cases the temperature gradient over varying heights is essentially the adiabatic curve for saturated air at the prevailing temperature and pressure; that is, a fall of temperature per given change in altitude is less, other things being equal, the greater the amount of uncondensed moisture present.
Since the temperature of the stratosphere depends essentially upon the amount of radiation received from the lower atmosphere, it follows that, on the average, the temperatures of the two regions must vary in the same sense, or warm and cool together, and this, indeed, is just what happens, as the winter and summer gradients of Fig. 16 indicate. It is surprising, therefore, when we find the temperatures of these regions varying in the opposite sense, the one getting warm while the other is getting cold. But it must be remembered that the lower atmosphere is warmed conventionally, in large part, while the upper air is wanned almost wholly by radiation. Hence whatever increases radiation from the lower air, increase of humidity or temperature, or both, must tend to increase the temperature of the isothermal region, and whatever decreases this radiation, decrease of humidity or temperature, or both, must decrease its temperature below that which it otherwise would have. Now the average seasonal change of the lower atmosphere is primarily one of temperature, while the average storm difference of a given season appears to be largely one of humidity. The high temperature of summer obviously affords a more abundant radiation than the relatively low temperature of winter and should give a warmer stratosphere. Similarly, the different intensities of radiation from humid and relatively dry air would lead one to expect the stratosphere to be warmer over a cyclonic than over an anticyclonic area.
Another important factor, presumably the controlling one, in the temperature contrasts between cyclonic and anticyclonic regions is the vertical movement of the atmosphere, upward in the former, downward in the latter. Probably, at least, a large portion of the anticyclonic

